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, Aureus, (om fimili fronde{cit virga metallo. 


Virgil. 





Have feveral Letters now by me, moft of them 
from Correfpondents in the Country, requefting 
ste me to be very Particular in deftribing the Qua- 
tt lifications neceflary for fuch as would reprefent 
co us in the o— Parliament ; and fome of my 
Friends complain that {| have been remarkably Back- 















y do ward in this Article. The Truth is, my Countrymen 
hard ve fuch convincing Proofs of a good Judgment in the 
Gain Bice of Men the laft Parliament, that l had no man- 
g the ner of reafon to doubt of their mif placing their Favours 
ay 1) inthe next ; or to imagain that they fhould entirely for- 
the et themfelves, and give their Voices for their own 
Cindoine. We have therefore little elfe to do but to 

after repeat what was fo feafonably incuicated, at the Ditlo- 
acl lution of the Laf Wiig Houfe of Commons thar, I be- 
“ i lieve and hope, this Nation will ever be troubled with, 
e Ter and fo well practic’d and follow d by our Country 
hte fee Elettors, The Advice then given given is fo much the 
fronger now, as it has ftood the Efforts and Attacks of 

all the united Forces of Wihig-Logick and Policy, and tri- 

“= umph’d over the noify Oppofition of Slander, Falfhood 
Calumny. {ft may now be feen, which Party was 

in the Right, by a courfe of Experiments during the 

ie dS Three Laf Years ; and whether 4% or the Whigs were 
nye moft deceiv'd in our Men, or in the Succefs and Confe- 
crise Quences of that Truft and Confidence we repos’d in 
omm-fi them, The Wigs gave out, that the Laff House of 
— Commons would Biles in the Pretender, Sacrifice the 


t Allies to France, ruin Trade and Publick Credit, and do 
a thoufand other Things befides, that muft have been the 
Effects of a deep, incurable Frenzy; and on this Ac- 
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Auth count it was, that the “bigs pretended to fer themfelves 
he EXE to oppofe them with fo much Vigour and Refolution. 
els On the other hand, the Tories alledyed, that the Wigs 
hor ffm had well nigh ruin’d the Nation, and facrific’d Great 
phy SI Britain to Foreigners; that there was no Profpett of 
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having an End put to the Wir in which we were then 
engagd, or of reaping any Advantage to our felves by 
it; that the Prerogative and Honour of the Crown were 
Infalted and trampled under Foot, the Church, a Part of 
the Conflitution, in imminent Danger, the People gall’d 
with Taxes, and ¢rarnpt in their Rights and Privileges, 
the prefent Generation blended with Forreign Owtca/ts 
and Renegades, and the next Generation put under a 
firange Yoke, and delivered over to the Griping, Arbi- 
trary Claws of a S:ate, that had formerly lain as Sup- 
Pliants at our Feer ; that thefe Epidemical Difeafes, or 
Taher this Compound of Maladies, wanted a fpeedy 
and effe@ual Cure, that other Reprefentatives were the 
only Phyficians, and that the Clamour raifed by the 
igs, about the Pretender, the Grand Alliance, the Chi- 
cane and Grandeur of France, was but Clamour, the laft 
fuge and Argument of Fools with Knaves at the head 
m, who are taught to believe and fay any thing, 
that thofe, who have a Work of Mitthief upon their 
» may not have their Tools laid by, and made 
Blunt and Ufele&. Now upon the Trial, do not the 
Tories appear to have been in the Right, and the Whigs 
fo have veel wilfully Malicious, or wretchedly Mifta- 
ken? The Laft Houfe of Commons, inftead of being in 
the French Intereft, inftead of deferting the Grand Al- 
Mnce or bringing in the Pretender, have fupported Her 
fy in the concluding ofa fafe, honourable, and in 

_ human Probatility, a lafting Peace ; have given an 
tional Security to the Proteftant Succeffion, and en- 
abled Her to procure for Her Allies, all that She was 
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oblig’d to by Treaty, or which was in Juftice due to 
them, or neceffiry to the common Safety and Repofe of 
Europe. At the fame time, that they utterly dif ppoint- 
ed the Wuigs, in every thing that their inveterate Malice 
and love of Falfhood had infpired them to foretel, they 
abundantly anfwer'd the reafonable Hopes and Expeéta- 
tions of all Good Men, and efpecially of thofe who 
d deputed them as their Reprefentatives, by applying 
a Remedy to moft of our domeitick Evils and Grievan- 
ces, and putting the reft, where Time muft co-operate 
with their good Endeavours, in a fair way for a reco- 
— We have therefore all the reafon in the World to 
wilh for the Same Men again, | mean the Same in Tem- 
pers Principle and Difpofition ; who, upon the Tryal, 
ve been found to be true and faithful, who have dif- 
charged one Triennial Trust with Honour, and theretore 
are abundantly fit to have another repofed in them. 
Their Conduét hath been approved and applauded in the 
feafonable united Addreffes of their Pellow- Subjedts : 
Her Mujcfy parted from them, with a moft Gracious 
Return of Thanks, and a Bleffing upon their Memory, It 
would be bafe Ingratitude to Her, as well as a Neglect of 
our own Intereft and Prefervation, not to Gratifie Her 
in the reafonable Expeétation Sbe hath entertain’d, of 
meeting fuch another Parliament at Weftminfter next Win- 
ter. We ought to ufe our Liberty as She does Her Pre- 
rogative, for the common Good and Safety ; and give a 
Vote, with this View, to which She Sacrifices Her Eafe, 
re Pomp and Abundance, not recompencing the 
eight of the Crown with its Luftre and Ornaments : 
For Freedom does not confift in Oppo/ition, as to the 
posi but only as to the Power: Such a Principle 
would make the Subje& as great a Tyrant, as that Soves 
reign muft be, who imagines that the Prerogative con- 
fifts in the continual te of it over his People: And 
tho’ our Government confifts of Parts, that have a mutual 
Cheque upon each other, yet neither of the Parts inter- 
feres, but for the correcting of fome Diforder, which 
may endanger the whole ; and the moft happy Strate is 
when all the Members and the Head aét regularly and uni- 
formly, performing their feveral Operations together, 
without Interruption or Difcord. but who can account 
for the furprizing Condutt of the Whigs, whom no Truth 
can convince, and no Convictions can reform? They 
are then moft ftrenuous in their Oppofition, when there 
is leaft Occafion for it, when nothing is out of Order in 
the State, but Themfelves. They fet themfelves againft 
the Tories, as all their Writers gave out, becaufe they 
were Facobites, and Friends to the Pretender ; but are they 
not convinc'd, that this was an Ill-grounded Sufpicion, 
mere Slander and Calumny? The laft Parliament hath 
wip’d out that Stain, and, one would think, fhould have 
ftop'd the wideft Mouth that the Devil ever open’d, ot 
Malice ever fill’d. Why then do they not retraét their Er- 
ror, and repent of it? Whydo they not make thofe Gen- 
tlemen fome amends, for accufing them falfly, and being 
one of their Loyalty and Honefty without a Caufe : 
y do they not join their Intereft with them, and re- 
je& the Fatlion, who led them into fuch Miftakes, who 
kept them Blind and Ignorant, and by the moft fubtle 
Artifices fomented a Mifunderftanding between them 
and the moft faithful and fincere Lovers of their Coun 
try? Many indeed are become fenfible of this Delufion, 
and will no longer let Fatlion get the better of their 
Senfes ; but there are harden’d Wretches and Reprobates 
among them, who ase unworthy of that Pity we offer’d 
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them, and whofe Behaviour is a fufficient Proof, that 
whatever hath been faid or fufpeéted of their Leaders, 
and their Defigns upon our Government, or of their 
irreconcileable Hatred to the Copftitutton in Church and 
Stare, is undoubtedly true ; titar their being difap poinr- 
ed in thefe Defigns is theit greateft Grievance, and the 
o-cafion of allthat Noife and Buftle which they are ac 
prefent the Authors of: And it convinces us further 
thar it is no fuch uncharitable Expreffion, as fome would 
make it, to fay they have other ns which they dare 
mot own: for the Nature of their Malice, and of thofe 
Broils and Diforders which they have fomented, is fuch, 
that unlefs the urrer Ruin of a great, happy and flou- 
rifhing State were to be the Prize they contend for, it 
would be very ill Husbandry to fay out all the Faculties 
and Powers of Fucion in fo extraordinary amanner ; and 
their Anceftors never fought for lefs, when they mufter'd 
ail their Forces, and took up the very fame Weapons. 

I return now to my Country Correfpondents, and 
muft acquaint them, thar I cannot, out of refpe& to 
them, comply with their Refpec&t. Why thould I recite 
the Qualifications for Members of Parliament, when 
they remember what Men they chofe laft, and how well 
that Choice was approv’d, and how happy the Nation 
is in the Councels anid Conduct of thofe Reprefetatives ? 
They have nothing to do but to follow their own Pre- 
ceden: ; and sheiel ire 1 had much rather put them in 
mind of what fore of Men the last Parliamen: conlifted, 
as the beft way to recommend Candidates for the next. 
The Inference is, Let us have the fame again, or Men 
like them ; and this Hint our Bileflors feem to have 
caught at already, forfar at Jeaftas 1 can form a Judg- 
maent of their Sentiments, by the Returns already made. 
So that at the fame time thar | am recalling the Memory 
of the (aft Parliament, | thall give a Charatter of the 
next, and make all my Fellow-Subjeéts glad, by foretel- 
ae the Accomplifhment of their beft Wifhes and Ex- 

tarions. 

"Tiley were Men who took fuch Care of the Honour, 
Intereft aiid Security of the Proteffant Succeffion, as thew'd 
thar they really had it at Heart, and that it was not 
mere Clamour and Noife, but went deeper than their 
Mouths : By behaving themfelves fo as became the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of that Great and Good Queen, who 
fills rhe Throne, and as Men who reckon’d a hafty De- 
mife of the Crown among the,Curfes and Misfortunes 
that our National Provocations had juftly call’d for, 
they certainly concurr’d more agreeably with the l/s- 
frrious Eafe of Hanover, in all their Sentiments and 
Withes, than chofe falfe Friends to that Family, who 
were perpetually alarming us with wrong Accounts of 
the State of the Royal Health, who appear'd to be in 
hafie for any Succeffor, and who were pufhing Things 
to fuch an Extremity, as muft have ended in an Alltera- 
tion, more fatal co us than the Demife of the Crown 
could poflibly be. By Guarding and Securing the Crown 
it iclf, they made the beft Provifion for the Swcreffisn, 
and made it not only for our Intereft that the Hoafe of 
Hanewir thould fucceed, but for the Intereft of that 
Family too: Since it is not to be believ’d, unlefs the 
Publick Affairs had been happily retriev'd by fuch Ma- 
magement, thata Prince of fo Illuftrious a Race, and 
fo wenerous a Nature, in whom the O/d S2xvn Blood is 
united to the Stuarts, would have left his Obedient Cer- 
mant, to be the Shadow of 4 Britifh King, the Creature, 
as they were pleas’d to call it, of a Rebellious People, 
aSlave and Tributary Dependent upon Foreigners, and 
an Executioner of the Will and Pleafure of a Feéhon. 

They were Men, who not only convinced the World 
of their being of Some Religion, but of the Purest ; they 
mot only look’d on Popery as the Common Enemy, but 
an Enemy, whofe Power and Abilities to hurt us, con- 
fifted more in our Divifions and Diforders, than in any 

= _ — ne inftead = ak 
ning us tiplying Divifions amongft us, by fling- 
ing down the Pale of the Church, and filling her with 
a motley Herd and confus’d Mixture, and with the fool- 
ifh Projects of Comprebenfion and Occaftonal Communion, 
they gave new Luftre and Vigour to the Church of Eng- 
land, rebuilt her Ruins, fortified her Breaches, and 
added Strength to her Cement, as being the moft ap- 
proved Fortrefs and Bulwark againft the Romifh Tyranny 
and Superftitions, of any other Church in Evrope. oer 
Kept clofe to the Standard of the Reformation ; whi 









was both the Wifdom and Security of our Foretather 
and when at a vaft Expence and with great Hazy)», 
had fav’d Her by one Revolution, they would nor ge 
Her Enemies to ruin Her by another. Bs, ™ 
They merited the free, opea, ‘unrefery’d Thanks 
Her Majefty, for taking care of the Honour and Digs 
ef the foown, for afliiting in placing Her at the th! 
of the Grand Alliance, for enabling.Az ro give Pe, 
to Furope, amt for refcuing Her Royal Ofice anja. 
thority from Foreign Infeles anid Dependencies, f,, 
the Progrefs of the Repablican Schemeat-home. {... 
the Treachery, Pride and Avarice of Overgrown Sj; , 
and the pernicious Influence of the DoStrine of p>! 
ance, made Sinonsmous by Prafife to Rebediin, ay ja 
quity, chat had almott been eff tblifhed by 2 Lux. — 
They won the Hearts of the People in their pubis FE 
Station, as they had their Voices in a private, by hey [eo 
moft tender of their Rights and Privileges, anit 
remoting the common Good in all their Proceejiyn 


hey deliver'd us from a_long and expenfive War, 431 
from a heavy Entail of Taxes, that mutt in time hy: 
devour'd the Vitals of the Stare. They took of ty 
Blood-fucking Plunderer and Oppreflor, that had j 
long gored his Avarice and Ambition with our Spoj) 
They fav d us from that Yoke, which a Cibal andy, 
federacy of Tyrants had refoly'd to put upon our Nevis 
They reftor'd Publick Credit, and the Honour of Perin HE yc 
ments, jult as both were expiring. They deliver! y vit 
from the Plague of having our Race fully’d with a F. Ke: 
reign Mixture, and the Tenor of our Government inal: I Un 
Precarious. They preferv'd the Righ:s of Elections, iy § 
fpite even of thofe advantageous Precedents, whch IER yer 
their Enemies had fet them ; and they kept up 4 friead- pot 
P| Correfpondence with the Cuwrt and the ul: of Bb tere 
eers, fuch as is neceffary to the Publick Welt re xj BR Cw 
Tranquility, without inftin ing. the !caft Shadow of 
thofe Privileges, which the Prevended Bigots for pope. 
Jar Right would have heretofore given up to a Sertof 
Mlufirtous Unfearts. They took care to piefrve tk 
Freebolds of Great Britain, in Right of which, they ae 
now to be Elected, fiom being fuck’d up and devourl 
by the General Mortgage ; and at the fame time were te 
moft generous Benefactors to Trade imaginable, by fr 
ving it from the Incroachments of our Neighbours, iy 
sheer 4 our Manufactures at home, and opening new 
luices for venting them abroad ; and efpeciilly yy 
refcuing that, which ought to be a common Cincirr, 
from the Contention of Parties, and from being mus 
the moft dangerous Monopoly of all, 4 Monvpuly » 
Faction. 

I need not tell the World, that in chufing this Par 
Jiament, the Good Old Mixims, fer us by our Ane 
flors, were better gbferved, than in the Choice of ay 
other Parliament fince the Revolution, Vhey were, in 
the Generality, Men of Birth, Fortune, and Fitts 
Britains and Gentlemen. Neighbours to thofe they Ke 
eer and known amongft them. Bred at home; 
overs of butone Country. Such as had no occilioa 
to Bribe, or be Brib’d; who might reform a Cot, 
but not be Corrupted by it. Men, not wanring 0% 
Employ’d, and yet rhe fitreft for it ; and who could 
concile the old jarring Interefts, and make the Cyurtaal 
Country all one. 

Such were the Men who did late’y reprefent us: al 
therefore I need not advife my Countryimer about thee 
Candidates, who /hosld reprifent us for tire Furie, not 
will l fay, thac 1 hope we fhall hive fuch a Mie 
Commons, as will appear to he VV. /-apfefled to the Pein 
Minijfry, as Well-affested as the L 7. Some of my le 
low-Writers might fpare that Article. A Hivfe of G® 
mons, confifting of fuch Members as I have defrid 
fo Loyal and Publick Spirited, muft be Wil-ejecla 4 
the Prefent Miniftry, and the Prefeat Minijiry to them 
The Prefent Miniffry are themfelves fuch Men, fo Q’* 
lity’d and fo Accomplith’d ; and where there is 2 pe 
feét Sympathy in Principles and Defigns, all other Er 
gagement are utterly unneceffary. And hence it 1s. 0 
whether we have the Same Parliament or Such) 2 b 
liament, is all one to thofe, who are lefs Concern Sh 
Names than Men. 1 fhall only add on this Sues 
what tloes indeed carry the Face of Bribery, tha 
Bet Reprefentatives of the People, are the Ornamen' 
the Prefent Minijtry, as thofe, who violated the Trl 
moft, were the King-leaders of the Laff. 
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